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Hello/Tansi,
Saskatchewan, including First Nations communities, is seeing unprecedented levels of vaccine uptake by residents, which is
resulting in the numbers of people becoming infected and impacted to drop across the board. This is encouraging as we begin
to see the end of this pandemic, but we must commit to #finishthefight as we move into the final stage of this journey. Not
only does getting vaccinated help to reduce infection rates, it also eases pressure on the healthcare system, while creating the
conditions that will allow us to get back to important social, economic and recreational activities. As we choose to get
vaccinated against COVID-19, those around us are influenced to take the same action, resulting in a cascading effect,
culminating in more vaccinated and protected communities, as well as the eventual easing of public health restrictions.
We are also conscious of the fact that we are in wildfire season and that many parts of the province find themselves facing
very dry conditions. Wildfires often result in communities needing to evacuate residents to nearby urban centres due to the
risk of smoke inhalation and danger from the fire itself. This can have a direct impact on vaccine programs in communities. We
encourage all leadership to review their emergency management plans to ensure they are up to date and that your residents
are aware of these plans.

IN THE NEWS
On May 20, 2021, the federal government announced the appointment of Ms. Dawn Madahbee Leach as the
new Chair of the National Indigenous Economic Development Board (NIEDB) for a five-year term, effective April 30.
On May 20, 2021, the Government of Saskatchewan announced a plan to further ease visitor restrictions in provincial
long-term care and personal care homes.
On May 19, 2021, Health Canada announced that it was authorizing more flexible storage conditions for the Pfizer
vaccine. Read more here.
On May 19, 2021, the Government of Canada announced investments in safety at airports in Saskatchewan,
including $110,700 for La Ronge.
On May 18, 2021, the Government of Saskatchewan announced school-based COVID-19 vaccine delivery for
elementary and high schools across the province in June. For more information on youth immunization for COVID-19
visit www.saskatchewan.ca/covid19-youth-vaccine.

COVID-19 IN SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES
As of May 25, 2021: 7056 confirmed; 6848 recovered; 148 active; 62 deaths

COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE

Vaccine Rollout
Step Two of Re-Opening Road Map Starts on June 20
Seventy per cent of all Saskatchewan adults over the age
of 30 have had their first shot of a COVID-19 vaccine, which
means the province has reached the threshold for Step 2
of its re-opening plan.
Canada extends travel ban from India and Pakistan for
another 30 days, until June 21, 2021. Cargo flights carrying
vaccines and protective equipment will continue to be
allowed into Canada. Canada’s deputy chief public health
officer Dr. Howard Njoo reiterated the importance of the
travel restrictions in place, saying that about 70 per cent
of new COVID-19 cases are variants of concern.
NACI recommends same vaccine for second doses
NACI recommends that the vaccine series be completed
with the same COVID-19 vaccine product when possible.
In the event that an individual receives one dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccine and is unable to receive the
AstraZeneca vaccine for the second dose, one dose of the
Janssen vaccine (if available) can be used as the second
dose to complete the vaccine series and Moderna can be
used in place of Pfizer-BioNTech or vice versa. Currently,
no data exists on the interchangeability of COVID-19 mRNA
vaccines, according to the committee. More information on
mixing doses, specifically for those who have received one
dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine, is expected in early June.

COVID-19 Community Immunity Tracker
Note: Vaccines administered in First Nations community
clinics does not reflect those that received vaccine
elsewhere.

COVID-19 Immunization Update
Effective, May 24, 2021, anyone who is 80 and older OR
who received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine on or
before March 1, those being treated for cancer, and those
who have received solid organ transplants are also now
eligible to book their second doses.
For all other residents, eligibility to book for second doses
will be announced according to the age-based and priority
sequencing of first doses, as detailed on the Government
of Saskatchewan's Second Dose Strategy.

Please continue to send your questions and requests related to COVID-19 to aadnc.skemergency.aandc@canada.ca
Visit our Saskatchewan portal for links to a variety of COVID-19 resources in various Indigenous languages.

