COVID-19 MESSAGE FROM ISC SK REGION
November 30, 2020
Hello/Tansi,
As we consider gathering with loved ones over the holidays this year, it's important to keep in mind the unseen dangers we
could be inviting in — even in communities that currently have no active cases of COVID-19. Please continue to take
precautions to reduce your risk.
We’ve listened to your concerns about potential COVID-19 vaccines and we want to ensure you have the right information to
inform your choice to receive the vaccine when it is available. This issue of the Bulletin focuses on the latest information
shared at the technical briefing held on November 26th.
Together, we mourn the loss of the late Fred Sasakamoose and others we have lost in this fight against COVID. ISC will
continue to be here for you and to help you and your community through the next, and likely, the most difficult period so far
of this pandemic.
Thank you for continuing to work in partnership with us to keep your community members healthy and safe.

UPDATES
On November 28, the Government of Canada announced new measures to prevent drug shortages.
On November 27, the Prime Minister announced over $542 million in funding to support the implementation of the Act
respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families. The new money is for everything from research and
expert advice to consultations on how Indigenous governments will establish and run their own child and family services, as
well as to support negotiations with provincial and federal authorities.
On November 27, the Saskatchewan Health Authority made a Point of Care Testing Pilot Announcement and the provincial
government issued a new public health order regarding masking, gatherings, sports and entertainment venues.
On November 24, Minister of Public Services and Procurement, Anita Anand and Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health announced
that the government had signed an agreement with Eli Lilly for a COVID-19 antibody therapy, part of an aggressive strategy to
ensure that Canadians have access to effective COVID-19 treatments.
On November 24, the Prime Minister announced that the COVID-19 vaccine will come later to Canada than other countries.
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LATEST COVID-19 INFORMATION
Cases in Saskatchewan First Nations Communities
As of November 30, there are 1106 confirmed COVID-19
cases reported in Saskatchewan First Nation communities:
531 active cases, 569 recoveries and six (6) First Nations
resident with COVID-19 have died.
Concerned about symptoms or risks?
Call Healthline 811 or use the online self-assessment tool.

Find out more about the hotspots in the province at
COVID-19 Updates and Alerts page. Communities can sign up
to receive all SHA alerts (and a daily newsletter) directly by
sending an email request to: News@saskhealthauthority.ca
As of November 30, Saskatchewan has officially reported
8239 cases of COVID-19 and 341,236 COVID-19 tests have
been performed in Saskatchewan. For more information, visit:
Cases and Risk of COVID-19 in Saskatchewan.

CANADA EM ERGENCY RENT
SUBSIDY
The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) opened the Canada
Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS) on November 23, 2020 to
applications from qualifying organizations. These
organizations can now apply directly for the subsidy for the
period from September 27 to October 24, 2020 through the
CRA My Business Account or Represent a Client portal.
Applications for the second CERS period (October 25 to
November 21, 2020) will open on November 30.
Qualifying organizations that are subject to a lockdown and
must shut their doors or significantly limit their activities
under a public health order may be eligible for additional
Lockdown Support of 25 per cent of eligible expenses.

PARTNER UPDATE

A Special Message from our
Language Keepers
We applaud the latest effort by File Hills Qu’Appelle Tribal
Council to create awareness of the severity of the pandemic
environment we are in. Please see this important
#COVID19SK message from @FHQTC. The message in is
Dakota, Nakoda, Cree/nehiyawewin, and
Saulteaux/Anishinaabemowin from their Language Keepers;
Wayne Goodwill, Theresa O’Watch, Doreen Oakes, and
Denise Kennedy. View the video on YouTube

To ensure the health and safety of visitors and
staff, please call ahead to make an
appointment before arriving at the building
306-780-5392 in Regina and
306-953-8677 in Prince Albert
306-953-8600 for FNIHB office in Prince Albert
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COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE
As the pandemic continues, we all eagerly await news of
new treatments and vaccines. Although there has been
promising news on COVID vaccines, the manufacturers are
still collecting efficacy data in clinical trials to find out
whether a drug is safe and effective for people. Once these
trials are successfully completed, they will then seek
vaccine approval from Health Canada.
First Nations are a priority group for receiving approved
vaccines once ready. Regionally, we are also working closely
with provincial colleagues to support the development of a
comprehensive distribution approach inclusive of First
Nations as a priority population. Although vaccine
distribution is still in the early planning stages, preparations
are underway and logistics are being developed to ensure
that the vaccine can be available as quickly as possible.
The quantity and schedule of availability of vaccines is the
subject of ongoing discussion with the province to manage
expectations and plans for delivery.
On Thursday, Nov. 26, the Government of Canada officials
provided a technical briefing on potential COVID-19
vaccinations. Please note: No vaccines have been finalized
and/or approved for distribution in Canada at this time.
The federal government has purchase agreements in place
with seven vaccination manufacturers, including Pfizer,
Johnson & Johnson and Moderna, to acquire doses of their
products. Of the seven companies, three are in the final
review and testing phase of their respective COVID-19
vaccines.
Based on these agreements, Canada is expected to receive
194-million doses of vaccines, with an additional 220 million
to follow. An initial distribution of approx. six million doses
(enough to vaccinate three million Canadians) is expected
to begin in the first quarter of 2021, with priority groups to
receive the vaccines before the general population. These
groups including health-compromised and high-risk
individuals, the elderly, frontline healthcare professions,
emergency personnel such a police and fire fighters, and
Indigenous communities.

The federal government is also in the process of purchasing a
large quantity of freezers to ensure vaccines can be stored at
the required temperatures during transport and storage.
The Public Health Agency of Canada and Health Canada are
currently working with key partners and stakeholders to
identify anticipated supply chain risks or capacity gaps that
may affect mass vaccination campaigns across Canada for
the COVID-19 vaccine.
Vaccine campaigns are the responsibility of the provincial
government, which is why ISC is working with Government of
Saskatchewan officials to ensure Indigenous communities
are included in their planning and distribution plan.
This includes working with provincial and Indigenous
partners on potential gaps in the supply chain and procuring
additional assets—such as needles and syringes—that will be
required to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine.
A thorough vaccine review normally takes a year before it is
deemed to be safe and ready for release in Canada.
However, in light of the current pandemic, the Minister of
Health signed an Interim Order which provides more
flexibility when it comes to expediting the review process for
the COVID-19 vaccine, without compromising safety, quality
and efficacy. This will help to ensure the timely distribution
to all Canadians throughout 2021.
The federal government will be providing more information
via future regular technical briefings, as it relates to logistics,
distribution and timelines, in the coming weeks as it
becomes available.
For more information, What You Need to Know About the
COVID-19 Vaccine factsheet, available in ten different
Indigenous languages.

REGIONAL CONTACTS
Send your questions and requests related to COVID-19 to
aadnc.skemergency.aandc@canada.ca
Visit our Saskatchewan portal for links to a variety of
resources in various Indigenous languages.
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